
Dear Member 
Welcome to our first Newsletter. You can find below updates and news, plus 
initiatives you can link to, use as models, or join in with. If you would like to 
make contact with any of the leaders of these, reply to this email as a first step, 
and your query will be passed to group leaders. 
Let us know about your own projects and activities and we will showcase them 
in the next newsletter. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Tony Pearson, Jenny Carley, Maggy Simms 
 
The Textiles Group 
People from Bolton and Bury U3A have got together and are in the process of 
agreeing their plan of action. At this point, it looks like they will be working on 
the Horrocks Empire ('The Greatest Name In Cotton!') and the Peel connection. 
Both these had huge industrial empires, and produced designs that were 
iconic in their time.Interested in linking in with this group? Let us know by 
replying to this email. 

 
Swatch of Horrocks designs, Lancashire Archives 

 
Archaeology and Cottonopolis 
Dr.Mike Nevell, Head of Archaeology at Salford University, is very keen to 
support the Cottonopolis active learning project. He has suggested two totally 
different projects that netowrk members can take part in, and which will 
actively further the work of his department. One is creating 'mill biographies' for 
sites in Greater Manchester. The other is identifying existing examples of 
back-to-back houses, once so common in the area, but which have swiftly 
disappeared. Want to be involved in these activities? Email Maggy 

 
Piccadilly, 1890s 

 
Links with Manchester Metropolitan University 
Following on from a valuable contact made at our Study Day on 27 January, 
Jenny Carley, Maggy Simms and Tony Pearson had a highly productive 
meeting on 20 March with Dr Craig Horner and Dr Sam Edwards of the History 
Department at Manchester Metropolitan University at which the question of 



special links between the University and the Greater Manchester U3A Network 
were explored. Part of the discussion revolved around 'Cottonopolis'. 

 
We have also established promising contact with Helen Darby, Research 
Impact and Public Engagement Manager for MMU and Programme 
Coordinator for Research in Arts and Humanities. Helen has shown great 
interest in our work generally and is liaising closely with Craig and Sam. We 
expect to be meeting with her shortly to discuss potential relationships. 
 
Cotton Famine Poetry 
We also have a meeting scheduled for 9 April with Dr Simon Rennie, Lecturer 
in Victorian Poetry at the University of Exeter and English Department 
Widening Participation Officer. Simon is directing a research project called The 
Poetry of the Lancashire Cotton Famine, 1861-65 (website 
http://cottonfaminepoetry.exeter.ac.uk) for which he is looking for help from 
relevant Manchester-based organisations. It sounds as if this could provide an 
ideal Shared Learning Project involving local U3As under the Cottonopolis 
umbrella. We shall report further on this to interested parties in due course. 
 
Snippets 
Did you know that residents of Australia, which of course became a big market 
for Manchester's cotton products, still use the word 'manchester' as a generic 
term for non-clothing cotton items such as linen and towels? Much in the same 
was that 'china' is often used to refer to ceramics in general? Have a look at 
this recently-taken photograph of charitable premises in the New South Wales 
coastal town of Woy Woy. 

 

 
Photo by Tony Pearson 

At the plenary of the training day, Ellie Shenton related the story of Mr Wroe, 
his religious vision and his virgins. You'll be pleased to know his legacy lives 
on in Melbourne where there is still a Christian Israelite Community, with a 
Temple close by the Exhibition Gardens at Fitzroy. Maggy Simms 

Communications received 
  
I am interested in this project, as my grandmother worked in one of the 
Blackburn Cotton Mills in the 1950s. I'm contacting my local group to see if 
anybody else is interested. 
Ian Kilshaw 
Knutsford U3A 
ikilshaw@hotmail.com 
  
I was interested to see in the Sources Magazine that you are doing a shared 
learning project on Cottonopolis. Although I live in Portsmouth I was brought 



up in Mellor (now in Cheshire and/or Greater Manchester) but originally in 
Derbyshire. I was a weaver at Hollins Mill in the 1950"s and would be most 
interested to hear about your progress. Many of my ancestors worked at 
Oldknow's Mellor Mill and Strines Print works. I have just put together a short 
talk for Church Groups and others called Cotton and Me.  It is mostly about the 
industry in North Cheshire and the Peak District and rivers and canals and how 
some of them relate to me and my family. It is not meant to be for academics, 
just entertaining. I do however believe that any "facts" are true. 
Beryl Shepherd  
beryl@berylshepherd.co.uk 
  
I read with interest Tony Pearson's article in the Feb. issue of the U3A 
magazine Sources about "Cottonopolis - the first industrial city". You probably 
know about the Manchester School of economics which lead to the term 
Manchesterism. Wikipedia says "Manchester Liberalism, Manchester School, 
Manchester Capitalism, and Manchesterism are terms for the political, 
economic, and social movements of the 19th century that originated in 
Manchester, England. Led by Richard Cobden and John Bright, it won a wide 
hearing for its argument that free trade would lead to a more equitable society, 
making essential products available to all. Its most famous activity was the 
Anti-Corn Law League that called for repeal of the Corn Laws that kept food 
prices high. It expounded the social and economic implications of free trade 
and laissez-faire. The Manchester School took the theories of economic 
liberalism advocated by classical economists such as Adam Smith and made 
them the basis for government policy. The School also promoted pacifism, 
anti-slavery, freedom of the press, and separation of church and state." I first 
came across the term "Manchesterismus" when I worked in Germany during 
my summer university vacations where it seemed to me that it meant "Free 
Trade". Also, I am sure you know, that Manchester was allegedly the only city 
in the world to have a civil hall dedicated to a philosophical belief rather than 
an eminent or wealthy person; viz. The Free Trade Hall.  
Rolf Clayton 
r.cc@zen.co.uk 
  
I was interested to read in TAM of the research project Cottonopolis as I have 
carried out some research on Benjamin Rigby Murray as part of a Stewartry 
U3A Arts and Crafts Movement project. He was responsible for rebuilding a 
row of cottages in Arts and Crafts style in the village of Parton in 
Kirkcudbrightshire. You may be aware of this? I could send a picture if you 
wish. No doubt you know that the Connels and Murrays moved south from this 
part of the world at the time of the industrial revolution. This was the subject of 
a recent book "To grasp an opportunity" by W.D.Kennedy. A fascinating social 
history. Best wishes with your project. 
Colin Milligan  
colin@kirklandshouse.com 
 


