Egyptian cotton – Gossypium herbaceum, or ‘baladi’, native to Africa
Used in ancient times but in the Nile Valley linen production was more widespread for textiles
1822: Pasha Mohammed Ali began drive for modernisation. An Ethiopian strain of native African cotton was planted and went on to produce the famous long-staple, high quality Egyptian cotton
This became Egypt’s main export but crippling loans from Europe were taken out to achieve rapid development. This led to the annexation of Egypt for defaulting on payments.

***this needs to be checked against Liverpool cargoes***

Gossypium arboretum – native to Indian subcontinent
Textile production since ancient times

Mughal era 1526 onwards:Technological improvements in ginning and spinning, plus land reforms and taxation that favoured cotton and indigo production led to massive Indian domination of cotton textile trade.
Diversification and specialisation eg printing at Multan (Pakistan); fine muslin south of Dacca (Bangladesh)

***also check against Liverpool cargoes****

More on cotton varieties in use today here:

https://www.englishfinecottons.co.uk/journal/manufacturing/an-introduction-to-cotton-varieties/ 
